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SYSTEM FOR TRANSFERRING FILL MATERIAL

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to a system for transferring filing from soft furniture, such as
beanbags, making it far easier, safer and less messy than any current method to fill or
empty such furniture.

BACKGROUND TO THE INVENTION

The market for fashionable, affordable, soft furnishings such as beanbags is one of the
fastest growing sectors in the home furnishings market worldwide. These types of
products are a cheaper alternative to conventional “hard-frame” furniture, yet are seen
as trendy and cool by young home makers. Beanbags are amazingly comfortable,
enabling the user to mould the seat to their body shape, giving total support in either the
supine or seated positions. In recent times, many of the products have evolved from the
old “blob” style furniture into modern items that will enhance any decor.

With apartment living growing rapidly and society becoming more and more mobile
(most people will now change households approximately every three and a half years),
the portability of soft-filled products such as beanbags is becoming more attractive.

PROBLEMS WITH PRIOR ART BEANBAGS

Most beanbags are filled with polystyrene beads that offer the benefits of being low cost,
highly fire-retardant and having a “springiness” that holds its shape for long periods of
heavy use, affording a high degree of comfort. The downside is that they are difficult to
obtain (only a few major chain stores carry them, and even then in only their larger

outlets), difficult to transport and very messy to transfer from their packing into the
furniture.

After the customer purchases the several bags of polystyrene beads (usually just called
“beans”), they will need, they find that they often will not fit in the car boot but are
crammed in with the kids for transport home, often resulting in ripped plastic bags that fill
every crevice of the car with polystyrene beads. Once home, they will usually need three
adults to help fill their beanbags, two to hold the beanbag and one to empty the beans
into it. It is virtually impossible to undertake this task without spilling large volumes of
beans, which quickly float on the slightest air current to heater vents, under furniture,
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into toy boxes and every nook and cranny of the house. People often continue to find
these maverick beans for years after the original filling saga.
When the soft furniture needs to be washed the beans must again be decanted from it,
stored whilst the cover is washed, then somehow transferred back into the furniture.
(Most people try to use the bath as a temporary storage receptacle, usually with
snowstorm-like results).

Whilst this is sometimes seen as humorous, in reality it is far from funny. Before the
introduction of the Australian Standards for beanbags, requiring childproof zippers on
these products, there were several incidents reported of children who had opened the
zippers and inhaled the beans, blocking their airways, causing choking and, in some
cases, death. Since the Standards were introduced, there have been no deaths
reported. However, there have been many incidents recorded by hospitals involving
children picking up and swallowing/inhaling stray beans after spillage occurred when
filling. This is simply not acceptable.

THE PROBLEM

The need is for a system that will allow users to purchase filling (such as polystyrene
beans) in convenient packs that can be easily and quickly used to transfer the filling
(such as polystyrene beans) into (or out of) the beanbags, with little or no spillage, yet
needing only one person to undertake the transfer.

THE INVENTION

This invention provides a two-part system for transferring fill material in and out of soft
furniture, such as beanbag furniture. This is comprised of an external transfer bag
(called a Funnelweb bag) with a tubular funnel or gusset secured to a secondary tubular
funnel or gusset located within the piece of soft furniture (such as a beanbag).

The present invention also provides a method of transferring fill material in and out of
soft furniture such as beanbag furniture, the method comprising extending a tubular
funnel from the soft furniture into engagement with a tubular funnel provided in a bag of
fill material so that fill material may be transferred between the soft furniture and the bag
without spillage.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Turning to the accompanying drawings:
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Figure 1 illustrates a portion of an article of soft furniture to be filled;

Figure 2 illustrates an external bag of filling (a “transfer” bag);
Figure 3 illustrates the bags of filling of Figure 2 ready to be attached to the article of
Figure 1;

Figure 4 illustrates the bag of filling of Figure 2 attached to the article of Figure 1
and in the process of transferring filling;

Figure 5 illustrates the process of Figure 4 at a more advanced stage; and

Figure 6 illustrates the process of Figures 4 and 5 at a stage at which the transfer
bag of Figure 2 is removed from the article of Figure 1 - see Figure 7 in this article is
Zipped up.

Turning to Figure 1, article of soft furniture 10 is provided with an exemplary upper face
11, which is provided with a zipper 12.
The bag of filling 13 of Fig.2 holds a muiltiplicity of polystyrene beans or other fill.

There is a zipper 17 at the end of the bag.

Turning to Figure 3, this shows how the article of soft furniture 10 fits to the external
transfer bag of filling 13 by placing it downwards in the direction A, B, C. Numeral 14A
refers to the mouth of the article of soft furniture 10 (to which it is secured) through the
mouth 12A so that contents of soft furniture 10 may be filled. Numeral14B refers to a zip
fastener and numeral 12 to a longitudinal hole in the top 11 of the article of soft furniture
(see Figure 1, article 10).

Returning to the external bag of filling, 13 and 17 have meanings as before; Numeral 18
refers to the mass of filling in the bag 17. Letters A, B and C refer to the direction of
motion of bag 13 with regard to the article of soft furniture 10.

Turning to Figure 4, this figure shows the bag of filing 13 in a more advanced position
than in Figure 3 with some filling having been injected into soft furniture 10.

Turning to Figure 5, this shows an article of soft furniture 10 almost completely filled and
the external transfer bag 13 almost collapsed. Arrows A to G indicate the fiow of fill into
article of soft furniture 10.
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Figure 6 shows the completion of filling up the article of soft furniture 10 and Figure 7 the
close of the zip fastener to complete the process.

It should be noted that the external transfer bag 13 may be maintained separate from
article of furniture 10.

Furthermore, there may be two zip access to the beanbag, maintaining a greater degree
of security from tampering by children.

The zipper rriay be replaced by Velcro elements.

The advantages of the system according to the invention are that:

e Itis far quicker and easier to fill an item of soft furniture;
o There is little or no spillage of fill material;

¢ Filling can be carried out easily by one person;

e ltis far safer around children;

o By virtue of two zips or Velcro system, access to the soft furniture is a double
barrier to child access; and

e The transfer bag may be used for storing filling whilst the cover is being washed.
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CLAIMS
1. A two-part system for transferring fill material in and out of soft furniture such as
beanbag furniture, which comprises a transfer bag and a tubular funnel secured to the
transfer bag and a second tubular funnel secured inside a piece of soft furniture to which
the filling is to be transferred.

2. A two-part system according to Claim 1, wherein the tubular funnels are joined
together by the use of a two-part zipper or Velcro system

3. A two-part system according to Claim 1 or Claim 2, wherein the tubular funnel,
which can be secured to the external transfer bag, forms the or part of the mouth of the
bag.

4, A two-part system according to any of the preceding claims, wherein the soft
furniture has a closable opening through which the second tubular funnel may be pulled
in order to effect transfer of fill material.

5. A two-part system according to any of the preceding claims, wherein the funnels
are made of flexible material.

6. A method of transferring fill material in and out of soft furniture such as beanbag
furniture, the method comprising extending a tubular funnel from the soft furniture into
engagement with a tubular funnel provided in the bag of fill material so that fill material
may be transferred between the soft furniture and the bag without spillage.
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FIGURE 2
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FIGURE 3
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FIGURE 4
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FIGURE 5
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FIGURE 6

FIGURE 7



